Alcatraz, the little American Military Prison, from which there s

“

practically no escape, and where the dull routine drives men to

throw themselves upon a passing log, braving the sentrze,a\gw
and trusting to be picked up at sea by a passing ship,, onIy to be
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recaptured and doomed to greater punishment.
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" How one attempt to escape has recently ,i;}oved suaessful
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through the cleverness of four prisoners who forged their own

pardons, and by pure bluffing completely decetved the aufhoritie_r
and Were allowed to depart in peace.
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“Thers were our in the plot, the i
head of the coterie, the chief printer of
the island, likewise a prisoner To-
gether these men found the time tn
draw up and pr an official paper,

such as is used by the officers In the
city when fi g the prisoner’'s applica-
tiens for /', and to this they du-
plicated the signature of the command-
Ing officer of Alcatraz. The document
bere all manner of splendid reasons ror

executive clemency and all of
them written as thougi the recommen-
dations of the commandant of the

- one

prison igland
- is paper, then, the coterie man-
aged to slip into the island mailbag,

by reason o! their duties in the office
and over the bay to San Franclico it
went, undetected.
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Released Without Question

“First to department headquarters;
then f:om bureau to bureau, and
finally up to the department comman-
der the little papers made their way.
There, seeing the strong recommenda-
tions of the island governor, the com-
mandant approved them and ordered

the release of the men
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wers set freg at once, by the prison
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them on to still greater things. The

original forger in the affair proceeded
to duplicats the signature of the quar-
termaster of the department to four
checks, $128 in all, placing on the
checks the reasons for which they

were issued, such as extra work out
of prison hours and the llkes, and,
knowing the forms to be employed.
secured the money on the lot in the
eity without a JoF.

"Meantime, however, the fraud was

iscovered on the island. A sentry
in & friendly way esked the command-
ant of Alcatras why these prisoners,

of all others, had been approved for
release. The comimandant at once de-
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The New Building
We passed on to the new barracks
in course of ere the prisoners

the mountain

on one slope of and the
great blocks of gravel and concrete,
set in sort of Itallan teneme style,
in a position that again recalled the

British stronghold on the Mediterran-
ean gave evidence that work is hard
work on the island. Four companies
of from 128 to men are to be ao-
commodated by this new bullding, and
four floors and a basement are con-
templated. For labor such as this

prisoners are brought in squads of ten

to fourteen men from the dJdiffersat
posts around the bay, heavily hand-

cuffed, and set to work for Uncle Sam

qn the island.
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“Back then ts the place of thelr fab-
rication, approved, came the recom-
mcadations for pardon, and to the
uarters at Alcatraz. From Island
headquarters, reapproved, to the prison
office they went, bearing the orders to
fel the men [ree,

“A soldier’'s first 4.t is o ohey his
orders withouat questini, and the men

A sentence to this isla for twenty

vears might as well be solitary ime
prisonment for such time. Conversa-
tion must run slack among the |

oners, with whom life i{s but a céase-
less monotone, so that escape alone
can give food for thought. And so, at

any time, we may expact to
other marvelous attempts to
our little western prison isle.
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